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The Mideando Siring
(ueartet from Haly caught my
artention immediately during
their performance af EBMAy
EWOB in 2002; 1t was the first
band 1 knew in Ewrope that ac
fually made a show of their
preseniation! While proposing
a new kind of aconstic muvic
toy the ear, thev draw from
bluegrass roots ner ondy by uy-
g aeonstic mstraments such
as mandoling octave mandolin,
celley, guitar, bass guirar bt
alxe by combiniig pop, rook
and facs elements and pure
traditional blwegrass music
and create @ new and vy
takeable sound. Thewr well re-

Sinveed vocel harmondies and

texts, which are not only lyrics
Dt by mostly singing in their
mother tongue Ialian sound
fike part of the music, are un-
derlined by a cool stage per-

Jormance: The band seemy 1o

actually act what their songs
are expressing. Their cavefully
rehearsed 20 minte perform-
ance fully catches even the
critical bluegrass audience.
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In 2003, their show was even
maore convineing 1o the fesvial
audience and, in particular, to
other participating bands and
professional members of
EBMA: Mideando was voted
#3 Buropean Bluegrass Band
2003 (with #1 Nugget, A, and
#2 Monogram, CZ). No doubt,
1 had to find out more about
them!

An impressive record

Back in 1995 the Padova based
band started playing all the im-
portant clubs in Veneto, par-
ticipating in numerous acoustic
music showeases in theatres in
Triveneto and also m the 1995

and 1996 ediions of SUONA-
STRADA, organized by the
City of Padova, In its the last
edition, MSQ received the
highest number of votes from
the audience. In August 1997,
1998, 1999 and 2002 MSQ ol-
ficially particapated in the
“Ferrara Buskers' Festival”,
And MSQ officially partici
pated in the "First Buropean
Party of Music” {which took
place at the same time in 80
Euwropean cities) in Venice on
20 June 1999, The showcease
featured mone than SO0
bands ¢ musicians from all
over Burope. Tn 2001 their first
CD "Llinverno dei coltelli
was played on the radio show
“Jetlag” (RAD) by Arturo Stal-

Their record ol activities con-
tinued with appearances in ma-
jor clubs and venues, radio and
TV shows, until their journey
brought them to the Nether-
lands and o EBMA's EWOB
in May 2002 for the first time.
One of their songs "Lettera
damore ad una balena™ was
selected for tha year's EWOR
compilation CD and thus their
place in the Buropesn Blue-
rass community was scitled,

Q: Wie ist the Mideando
Streing Quearred?

A Mideando™s official birth
was in Jannary 1994, as an
idea of Stefano Santangelo,
who shares an unrestrainable
love Tor Bluegrass with Ste-
fano Rampazzo (MSQ's for
mer and irst guitaristy the two
of them involved Riceardo
Targhetta almost since the be-
ginning and, in May 1995,
Picro Lorenzetto. With this
lineup, we started to play blue.
grass music and some covers
in "bMuegrass-style”, Our love

for music and our huge curios.
ity to explore new ways of in-
terpreting music and play with
acoustic instruments and our
voices led us to new realms off
acoustic music, And, after five
years of never-ending shows in
nightetubs and pubs, we re
corded our lirst CD "Llinverne
dei coltelli”, which was re-
feased in autumn 2000, 1 con-
tains 1O0% original songs and
is the vesult of the in-depth
musical rescarch over five
years combining the sound of
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Ttalian lyrics written by My,
Ciiulio Mogzzi (hook writer for
Maondadori-Einaudi). Soon al-
ter its release, Stefano Ram-
pazzo left the band and Fabi-
ano Guidi Colombi joimed us,
He added wns of energy and
new ideas to the creativity of
MSQ. And we all Know what
became of this... During our
shows we played numerous
covers of more or less known
songs, fully rearranged. On
growing request, we recorded
some of these songs during our
2001 tour to make them avail-
able on our live CD
"ROOTLEG!H,

O Where do you musically
come from?

Az It's actually quite peculiar,
the four of us come from quite
different experiences: Stefano
from bluegrass and jazz: Rie-
cardo, Piero and Fabiano,
though in different ways, come
from rock musics heavy rock
as for Riccardo, more classical
for Piero and distinctly pro-
gressive and T0's style for
Fablano, The four ol us -
gether had o be a blasd! 1!
From the very beginning, our
goal wits, 1O propose some-
thing different, original, well
played and presented profes-
stonally to the andience.
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Q: How do you select and ar-
range vour songs?

A: There are different ap-
proaches to original songs and
covers, In the first case, one of
us comes with an wdea, a mel-
ady. It is dicussed and bound
to be rearcanged by the entire
band. In the second cuse, ..
well.. we always have funny
and long temal negotiations
before we agree on the “right™
interpretation! And finally, we
only choose the songs all
members like best

Q: Let's tadk abowe EBMA s
EWORB: How did you get here?
A Stefano was aware of this
umportant meeting for a while,
and for 2002 he sent a demo
and the EWOB committee ac-
twally asked us W participate...
we were so thrilled — and wor-
ried at the same time: After all,
Qur MUSic is not guite 100 %
bluegrass. However, after the
first two minutes on stage in
Voorthuizen, everyihing was
different! We realized that
bluegrass people like our mu-
sic, And now we think that
cultured people like bluegrass
audiences are happy if & band
tries Lo explore new ways,
maintaining at the same time a
strong hink with thewr bluegrass

origin, And that is exactly
what we like to do. But unfor-
tunately music is not the easi-
est way 1o survive, therefore
all of us are erployed in dif-
ferent companics to make a
living. No doubt, this steals
our time to make music but
vt cannot skip it

Q: Where can we see Mid-
cando in 20057

Az From 30 April 1o 8 May
2005 Mideando will be once
again on their annual
“European Tour”. The band
will participate once again at
EBMA's EWOB Festival,

They are the only band that ba.

sically declares itsell as “non

“Third place winners, the Mideando
String Quartet {Ttaly ), introduced themselves
by saying they were not a bluegrass band!
And truly, their rock, blues and progressive
Jazz influences were far more in evidence,
right down 1o muscle-bound singer and per-
cussionist Riceardo Targhetta, sporting a
black mesh tshart and moves worthy of any
pop group, In fact, all four sing (Stefano
Santangelo - mandelin, Fabiano Guidi Co-
lombi - guitar; Plero Lovenzento « electric
bass), und the band features powerful, gran-
diose vocal larmony arsngements in its
eclectic mix of original and cover tuncs, But
any doubts from bluegrass quarters were
quickly laid to rest when Mideando ended a
rock number by tearing into a raging high-

speed blucgrass mandolin solo, "

Intemationad Bluegrass, IBMA, 2003

bluegrass™ o perform
aver four consecutive
years at the festival and
s0 far the only band
presenting original
songs with Talian lyr-
fos. Mideando will also
play at the Rabobank
Music Festival,

The journey contin-
S, ..

The new CD
“Viaggio..” (Journey),
produced by Velut
Luna and released in
June 2004, keeps the

direction of the bands develop-
ment and features ten new
original songs and two cover
versions arranged along this
unmistakeable Mideando
sound. The CD can be bought
online (www ludomentis.com).

People throughout the music
scene, but in particular blue-
grassers, love this new album.
Itis as special in its presenta-
tion as the bands performance
is on stage. In face, if you've
seen them live before, you can
close vour eyes and see them
perform again in your “head
cinema”,...

Mideando certainly opens
doors Tor the younger geners-
tion: One website entry reads:
*...The day we received the
CD "Viaggio ", the girls in-
viled their friends over 1o lis-
ten ot and they made up a
dance o one of the tunes.”

Mideando String Quartet
via P. Vergerio, 6

35100 Padova, laly

phone +34 (MY 8021556
maobile +39 338 8227001
ms @ despammed.com
santangelo.s@virgiliodr
www.midcando,it
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